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Membership Tea
By Carol Hacker

Teachers from across Long Island came to the Adelphi Alumni House on October
11, 2007 to attend the Membership Tea. With sodden raincoats and wet umbrellas, we
arrived. Warm tea and coffee, cookies and crackers, cheese and olives were laid out for
the taking. Members sat at large round tables, where friends reconnected, and new
connections were made. As we waited for the speaker to arrive, heavy rains and
lightning surrounded the building. Kathy Conway-Gervais awarded our Friend of
Literacy Clock to JoAnn Tomasino for her work in supporting literacy in New York
State.

We waited, and waited for Dr. Cathy Collins Block, the speaker from Texas to
arrive. As the weather continued to worsen we discovered the airports had closed and all
flights were redirected. We prepared to leave, only to discover that we could not as
Adelphi was the scene of a tornado touch down. Adelphi went into lockdown mode. We
were entertained with the computer hook-up provided by Adelphi, as we watched the
storm on the Weather Channel as it passed over us. We were able to see first hand when
it was safe for us to leave.

Our trips home that night took much longer than usual as flooded cars were
stopped dead in the road and streets became streams. At the next meeting, some of us
had storm stories to share. As for Dr. Cathy Collins Block, her plane never left the
ground in Texas.





Presidents’ Message
Gail Dobrow and Susan Johnson

It’s near the end of the school year and the second semester of our Professional
Development Program is near the end. We are very proud of the workshops and author
series programs held this year in the Anselma Room of Kellenberg Hall at Molloy
College. Our Council has had nationally known literacy experts present at our
workshops, thanks to the publishing representatives on Long Island. Each of the award
winning authors who has been invited to share his/her expertise has enlightened the
audience. Please visit our website at www.nassaureadingcouncil.org for future programs.

The 2008 Spring Conference, co-hosted by LILAC, “Imagine a World Without Words”
was the theme of the event held on Friday, April 4, 2008 at the Melville Marriott.
Keynote speakers were Tom Romano, professor of writing and language arts methods at
Miami University in Ohio and Jan Cheripko, teacher and renowned author. Workshop
participants choose to attend two additional workshops from a selection of 22 workshops,
spanning grades K-12. What a great opportunity for professional growth and
development!

Thank you to each NRC Board and committee member for your diligent volunteer
efforts. Thanks to all NRC members for their efforts in promoting literacy through our
professional organization.

Shirley Atkinson, Literacy Consultant

By Annette O’Ferrall
Differentiated Instruction in Content Areas to Meet the State Standards

On October 18, 2007, the Reading
Council engaged educators in a
discussion with Shirley Atkinson. She
began with answering the sometimes
elusive question: What is differentiated
instruction? Ms. Atkinson responded:
Differentiation of Instruction is a
teacher’s response to a learner’s needs.
She shared with participants the varied
ways one could differentiate instruction
and provided numerous exemplars to
accomplish the task. The materials
provided included classroom
comparisons, guides for the
incorporation of higher order thinking

skills as well as strategies to address the
state standards. Ms. Atkinson interlaced
her discussion with related books and
references educators could use to deepen
their understanding. She shared her
information was based on the works of
Carol Tomlinson. It is an enjoyable
experience when a presenter engages the
audience and provides them with
materials they can use to address the
needs of their students. Colleagues near
me spoke of ways they saw themselves
integrating the presenter’s ideas into
their instructional practices. In my
mind, as a former staff developer, this is
the highest praise.






Ernie Colon, Author/Illustrator
By Mary Cullum

On November 29, 2007, Ernie Colon
presented at the Nassau Reading Council
Workshop at Molloy College in
Rockville Centre, NY. Mr. Colon stated
that he wanted to be a cartoonist since he
was six years old. He began his
professional career in the 1960’s. He
spoke about how he worked for a
publishing house for 25 years. He
illustrated for comic series such as
Casper and Richie Rich. Then he
started illustrating superheroes, science
fiction, and fantasy. His illustrations
were also featured in several creepy,
eerie magazines and horror comics.

Ernie Colon presented his new book
The 9/11 Report, written by Sid

Jacobson and illustrated by Ernie Colon.
He talked about creating the 9/11 Report
using graphic adaptation. Graphic
adaptation is the art of telling a story
using pictures. The text was adapted
from The 9/11 Report, by the National
Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon
the United States. Colon stated that he
followed the report word for word. He
said nothing was made up, that every
word was quoted graphically. He said
that a graphic novel should be read the
way you read any other book. Graphic
novels are just another way of telling a
story or reporting an event. At the
conclusion of the presentation, we had
an opportunity to purchase the book,
personally signed by Mr. Colon.

Claudia Wortherly

Integrating Key Social Skills with Key Literacy Skills
Courtesy of Ken Simmons, Zaner-Bloser
By Robin Brandvein

Claudia Wortherly presented a lively
program at Molloy College, showing
how social skills can be taught by
incorporating multicultural and
socializing books into a literacy
program. By imbuing children with
everyday social skills, many problems
won’t escalate, leaving the students able
to concentrate on their lessons.
“Because of prejudice, stereotypes, and
discrimination, students can be made to
feel incapable. Our words, behaviors,
and expectations are POWERFUL and
can affect students positively or
negatively,” stated Ms. Wortherly. She
urged teachers to treat children with
respect and explain that they must also
show respect to others. They need to

develop empathy and we must give them
a voice. Good habits in mind and heart
and doing good things are just as
important as academics to prepare
students for life. Some books that can
help with this preparation are Enemy Pie
for teaching conflict resolution, lan’s
Walk for putting yourself in another’s
shoes (where an autistic boy is missing),
How to lose All of Your Friends
demonstrates how to make and be a
good friend, Amazing Grace for talk
about stereotyping, and Jamaica’s Blue
Marker for encouraging empathy. Ms.
Wortherly’s presentation was well
received and the books are a great
resource for helping our students to
socialize into society.







Nassau Reading Council
P.O. Box 7363

Hicksville, NY 11802-7363

Would you like to take a more
active role in promoting literacy?

Please consider joining the Board of
Nassau Reading Council.

Your time, support and work can help
us continue to provide staff
development and programs to promote
literacy on Long Island and in
Guatemala.

Please contact us via our website:
www.nassaureadingcouncil.org

We hope to hear from you!
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